A new device for the treatment of pleural malignancies: intrapleural chemohyperthermia preliminary report.
The prognosis of malignant pleural tumors remains extremely unfavorable. The aim of this study is to evaluate the combination of intrathoracic intrapleural chemotherapy and intrapleural hyperthermia (ITCH) in these diseases. Under anesthesia, 5 men were studied. After pleurectomy for mesothelioma (3/5) or adenocarcinoma (2/5), ITCH is carried out for over 60 min, either with mitomycin C (4/5) or cisplatin (1/5). No pre- or postoperative death occurred. The maximal pleural temperature is 42.6 degrees C. The blood level of mitomycin C never reached the systemic toxic level. All the patients were discharged from the surgical ward, 3 are still alive 15 months later. Therefore, ITCH appears to be a safe and reliable therapy.